
Dear Sir/Madam 

 

I write to you to express my deep concerns regarding the impact of the proposed development 

on Broomhill Lane, Reepham on Whitwell Common which lies downstream of the site. As 

Chairman of the trustees for the Whitwell Common Charity, I represent the opinions of all the 

trustees.    

 

"Whitwell Common (Site of Special Scientific Interest) is a spring fed valley fen in a 
tributary of the river Wensum situated approximately one mile from the proposed 
new development. It represents one of the few remaining fragments of this classic 
Norfolk river valley habitat and falls within the Wensum Valley Special Area of 
Conservation. It supports a rich mix of fen plant species found on only a few other 
sites in Norfolk including Bog Pimpernel, Adders Tongue, Bog Bean, and 6 species 
of orchid. The wet alder carr woodland on the site also contains indicator plant 
species of an ancient woodland. The wildlife includes water rail, snipe, barn owl and 
kingfisher as well as roe deer, otter and water vole together with a large number of 
recorded molluscs, moths and other insects.The site is used and appreciated by 
locals and visitors alike and is managed by a group of trustees from Reepham and 
the surrounding area" 
 
The concerns of the trustees regarding the proposed development are: 
 
1 Increased levels of water pollution from sewerage etc entering the River 
Blackwater and its tributaries which flow through the proposed site and on into and 
around Whitwell Common 
2 Changes to the local water table which will impact the intrinsic spring fed nature of 
the Whitwell Common fen     
3 Increased pollution associated with higher levels of traffic on Whitwell Road/ 
Nowhere Lane driving past Whitwell Common 
4 Elevated danger to visitors to Whitwell Common at the main entrance on the 
Whitwell Road/ Nowhere Lane junction, associated with increased traffic levels using 
this main route from Reepham to the A1067    
 
I trust you will give our concerns your upmost consideration before determining the 
future of this proposal. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 


